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DEAR PARTICIPANTS

We are pleased to welcome you to the 13th Summer School on European Business Law at
the Center for Business and Corporate Law at the Heinrich Heine University in Dusseldorf.

Together with our joint partners, the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (Israel) and the
University of Tilburg (The Netherlands), you will be part of an intensive program on
European and International Business Law, conducted by experienced speakers from
academia and the legal practice.

The diversity of European and International Business Law is a natural progenitor to a multi-
angled curriculum that will sharpen your professional skills in corporate and securities law,
procurement law, financial market regulation, finance law, venture capital and innovation,
intellectual property law, European law as well as mergers, acquisitions and takeover law.

Apart from the academic experience, you have the unique opportunity to network with law
firm representatives, academics and a group of highly qualified participants from all over
the world. These cultural and social opportunities will also enrich your stay at the Summer

School, Heinrich Heine University and Dusseldorf.

Enjoy your experience!

Best wishes,

Prof. Dr. Ulrich Noack  Prof. Dr. Christian Kersting, LL.M. (Yale)

—CBC Director — — CBC Director —
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Prof. Dr. Erik P.M. Vermeulen

Erik P.M. Vermeulen is Professor of Business and Financial Law at Tilburg University and Tilburg Law and
Economics Center (TILEC) as well as Head of Governance of Philips Lighting. Much of his current research
focuses on the life cycle of a company - from idea to fully mature company, the sources of capital
available at each stage of a company’s development, and the role of corporate governance in
encouraging innovation and maintaining an entrepreneurial spirit across a company’s life cycle. In the
context of the corporate life cycle, he also examines international trends and developments in the area
of company law and securities regulations. Furthermore, his research focuses on financial markets,
innovation policies and ecosystems. He is a frequent speaker on these topics and has published
extensively in top journals and books. In 2006, he became the Director of the International Business Law
LLM Program at Tilburg University. He teaches courses on corporate governance, venture capital,
entrepreneurship, joint ventures and company law. He frequently lectures on these and other topics at
universities in various countries around the world. He also serves as a Vice President at the legal
department of Philips. He advises on corporate law, corporate venturing, international joint ventures
and mergers and acquisitions. In addition, he has served as an expert advisor to numerous organizations,
such as the European Commission, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), the World Bank, the International Finance Corporation, the Dutch Development Finance
Institution, the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) and several national
and local governments around the world, concerning innovation, financial and venture capital markets,
corporate law, and corporate governance of listed and non-listed companies.

Monday (August 21, 2017), 10:00 and 13:00

(1) Strategic Legal Solutions

"Strategic legal solutions” operates in a space between “law” and “business”, and is looking to drive
innovation in companies, communities, countries and regions. This is a fitful, challenging space
comprising complex, ambiguous transactions where uncertainties abound. Operating effectively in this
space requires a different skill set and a broader perspective than that usually associated with lawyers.
Reading Materials: http://ssrn.com/abstract=2795042

(2) Disruptive Innovation and Regulation

Regulation is usually “reactive”, responding to facts. However, we currently live in a world of "data" and
not "facts". Regulation must therefore be proactive, responding to “data" and trends. This lecture
discusses the following questions: (1) “Why” should regulators respond? (2) “When” should regulators
respond? (3) “What” should regulators respond to? (4) "How" should regulators respond? Reading
Materials: forthcoming paper, available on SSRN soon.




Dr. Winfried F. Schmitz,
M.C.J. (NYU)

Winfried F. Schmitz is a lawyer with more than 25 years of experience. His main areas of expertise are
corporate acquisitions (among others M&A and Joint Ventures) and finance law with an emphasis on
cross-border matters. Dr. Schmitz is admitted as a practicing lawyer in two different legal systems,
namely as Rechtsanwalt in Germany and as Attorney at Law in the USA (New York and Connecticut). He
is the founder of SCHMITZ Law Offices in New York City. Before returning to New York City for family
reasons in 2009, he practiced more than 20 years in Germany. He gained professional experiences as a
partner of a leading international law firm of what is today HoganLovells in Germany (1989-2002). He
enjoyed running the corporate boutique of SCHMITZ Rechtsanwalte in Dusseldorf (2002-2007). In his
early days as a practicing lawyer, Dr. Schmitz received his training and experience among others with
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering in London and Washington, D.C. as Referendar (1984) and Skadden, Arps ,
Slate, Meagher & Flom in New York City as an associate (1987 and 1988). Before practicing law, Dr.
Schmitz was Research Fellow with the Max-Planck-Institute of Comparative and International Private
Law in Hamburg. Besides law, Dr. Schmitz studied Political Science. He is Chairman of FONDATIONE
SCHMITZ and active in public interests work. Dr. Schmitz is special lecturer at Heinrich Heine University
Dusseldorf for the laws of M & A and Joint Ventures since 2002 and has published extensively in these
fields.

Monday (August 21, 2017), 15:00

Cases on Shareholder Activism

Readings:
— European Corporate Governance Institute, Topic-Page “Shareholder Activism”, see

http://www.ecgi.org/activism/.
— Becht/Franks/Grant, Hedge Fund Activism in Europe, ECGI-Finance Working Paper No. 283/2010,
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1616340.




Dr. Nicholas Kessler,
LL.M. (Cambridge), EMBA

Dr. Nicholas Kessler, LL.M. (Cambridge), EMBA (Miinster), Rechtsanwalt and Solicitor (England & Wales)
is local partner in the Disseldorf office of Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe and a member of the firm’s
International Arbitration Group. His practice focuses on national and international arbitration, complex
litigation, restructuring and corporate law with a particular focus on post M&A and construction
disputes. His experience includes proceedings under the auspices of all major arbitral organizations,
such as, e.g., the ICC, DIS, LCIA, SCC, Vienna-Rules. Nicholas is a visiting lecturer at the Universities of
Miunster and Dusseldorf, lectures on international arbitration as well as international and European
procedural law and regularly publishes in these areas.

Monday (August 21, 2017), 17:30

Clash of Cultures in International Arbitration

Following the lecture:
Reception hosted by Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Directions:

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Heinrich-Heine-Allee 12

40213 Dusseldorf




Martin Wissmann,
LL.M. (Georgetown)

Mr. Wissmann is partner and co-founder of WISSMANN LAW Rechtsanwalte PartG mbB in Disseldorf
and has more than 25 years of experience. He advises and represents clients primarily in German and
European competition and telecommunications law matters/investigations vis-a-vis the European
Commission, the Federal Cartel Office ("BKartA"), Prosecutor’s offices, the Regulatory Authority for
Telecommunications ("BNetzA") and the courts (follow-on or stand-alone damage claims and separate
claims for injunction). He also advises in other regulatory matters including energy and post and
negotiates complex telecoms/IT agreements. Other aspects of work are compliance audits and
anticorruption prevention. He studied law at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University Frankfurt/Main as
well as at the Georgetown Law Center (LL.M.) and was admitted to the German Bar in 1991. Martin
Wissmann is a lecturer for competition law at the law faculty of the Heinrich-Heine University Diisseldorf
and author of various publications relating to his work. Inter alia he is editor and co-author of
“Wissmann, Telekommunikationsrecht, Praxishandbuch, Second Edition 2006” and co-author of
“Wissmann/Dreyer/Witting, Kartell- und regulierungsbehérdliche Ermittlungen im Unternehmen und
Risikomanagement, 2008”, , Wissmann/Wissmann, Was diirfen Burgermeister, Second Edition 2012“.
He is listed in Al Legal Awards 2015: “European Law Specialist of the Year — Germany” and in the
Handelsblatt-Publication “Deutschlands beste Anwalte 2017” under , Telecommunications”.

Tuesday (August 22, 2017), 13:00

Public and Private Antitrust Enforcement

Readings:

— Bundeskartellamt, Vertical resale price maintenance in the food retail sector - Majority of fine

proceedings concluded
(http://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/EN/Pressemitteilungen/2016/09_05_
2016_Bier.html)
Directive 2014/104/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 November 2014 on
certain rules governing actions for damages under national law for infringements of the
competition law provisions of the Member States and of the European Union, OJ L 349, 5
December 2014, 1.




Prof. Dr. Hans Jiirgen
Meyer-Lindemann, M.C.J. (NYU)

Hans Jurgen Meyer-Lindemann is Partner of Dechert LLP in Brussels and Frankfurt and practices German
and European competition, media and telecommunications law. Before joining Dechert in 2013, he
worked with leading German and international law firms in Brussels and Dusseldorf as well as with a US
firm in Atlanta, Georgia. Prof. Meyer-Lindemann is admitted to the Brussels (avocat établi), Disseldorf
and New York bar. He studied law at the Universities of Bonn, Geneva, Strasbourg and Coimbra.
Following graduation from New York University with an MCJ in 1983, he obtained his Dr. jur. at the
University of Bonn in 1985 and his Assessor jur. in Dusseldorf in 1988. Dr. Meyer-Lindemann is lecturer
in competition law at the Faculty of Law, Heinrich Heine University Dusseldorf.

Tuesday (August 22, 2017), 10:00

European Competition Law

Readings:
—  European Commission, Competition Information Bulletin — Legislation, see
http://ec.europa.eu/competition/mergers/legislation/legislation.html.




Dr. Lorenz Marx, LL.M.

Lorenz Marx is an Associate at Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer in Disseldorf. He advises clients on all
aspects of European, German and international competition and antitrust law, with a particular focus
on the aviation and automotive industries. Lorenz studied law at the Universities of Munich, Bayreuth
(Dr. jur.) and King’s College London (LL.M.). Before joining Freshfields, he was a lecturer and research
fellow at the University of Bayreuth, Chair for Civil Law, Intellectual Property and Economic Law (Prof.
Dr. Rupprecht Podszun).

Tuesday (August 22, 2017), 15:00

UK Competition Law after Brexit




Dr. Sebastian Kleine

Sebastian Kleine is an associate at Glade Michel Wirtz and works with the Corporate practice. He advises
German and international clients on issues relating to General Corporate Law, Transaction Business,
Restructuring and Corporate Litigation. While writing his dissertation, he worked at the Chair of Private
Law, German and International Business Law (Prof. Dr. Christian Kersting, LL.M. (Yale)) and coached the
Willem C. Vis Moot Court Teams of Heinrich Heine University in 2011/2012 and 2012/2013. He received
a doctorate in law from Heinrich Heine University Dusseldorf with a thesis on the Debt to Equity Swap.

Wednesday (August 23, 2017), 10:00

Introduction to the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (CISG)




Prof. Dr. Michael Beurskens,
LL.M. (Chicago), LL.M. (IP)

Michael Beurskens is Professor of Law and holds the Chair for Civil Law at the Rheinische Friedrich-
Wilhelms-University of Bonn. After his First (2000) and Second State Examination (2003), he received
LL.M.-titles in Intellectual Property Law (2004) and at the University of Chicago (2005). He passed the
New York Bar Exam in 2005 and received his doctorate degree for a Securities Law topic in May 2007.
His postdoctoral thesis (“Habilitation”) adressed a topic at the intersection of intellectual property,
contracts and antitrust. Prior to joining the University of Bonn, Michael Beurskens was Associate-in-Law
and Lecturer at the Center for Business and Corporate Law in Disseldorf.

Wednesday (August 23, 2017), 13:00

Case on Societas Europaea

The SE is available as a (largely) uniform corporate form for European businesses since 2004. AlImost 800
corporations, amongst them German car manufacturer Porsche, took advantage of that opportunity and
are now organized as an SE. The case study will examine a few of these early implementors and their
reasons as well as typical issues. By using these examples we will examine the formation and
organization of the SE in comparison to other corporations in EU/EEA Member States. Finally we will
discuss what implications other developments (like the movement of seat directive, the ECJs case law
on movement of seat) carry for the future of the SE and its possible sibling, the SPE.

Readings:
— Council Regulation (EC) No 2157/of 8 October 2001 on the Statute for a European company

— Council Directive 2001/86/EC of 8 October 2001 supplementing the Statute for a European
company with regard to the involvement of employees




Dr. Carsten Jungmann,
LL.M. (Yale), M.Sc. (Leicester)

Dr. Carsten Jungmann is Program Director at Bucerius Law School (Hamburg). He is member of the
steering committee of the Bucerius Master program and coordinates the Diploma in Business Law
Program at WHU - Otto Beisheim School of Management. In addition, he is Director Corporate &
Structure of the BIRKENSTOCK Group and also practices as a lawyer and business mediator. Finally, he
is a certified compliance officer.

Dr. Jungmann studied at the universities of Edinburgh and Bonn, where he was also employed at the
Institute for Commercial and Business Law and completed his doctoral degree. Furthermore, he has
obtained both, a Master of Laws from Yale Law School (USA) and a Master of Science in Finance from
the University of Leicester (UK). Dr. Jungmann spent a year as an academic visitor at the London School
of Economics and Political Science and was a visiting faculty member at the University of Surrey (UK)
and at the Ludwig-Maximilians-University of Munich. He teaches various corporate and banking law
related topics in the Bucerius Master in Law and Business Program, in the Master of Laws in Cross
Cultural Business Practice Program of the Université de Fribourg (Switzerland), at the University of
Luxembourg and in the Master of Auditing program of Leuphana University (Lineburg).

Wednesday (August 23, 2017), 15:00

Responsibility and Liability of Board Members

The management board is responsible for running the stock corporation and for its representation to
third parties. In addition, it sets up long term goals and guidelines. Other functions of the management
board are bookkeeping and the presentation of the annual accounts and reports to the general meetings
that it is required to convene. The board members also have the power to represent the company in
court proceedings. The members of the management board are appointed by the supervisory board for
a renewable period of up to five years. Dismissal is restricted to severe reasons of gross breach of duty
or incapacity and can only be effected by the supervisory board. The management board’s actions in
running the company’s business are constrained by various statutory duties, especially by the duty of
care and the duty of loyalty. Board members will be held liable for any violation of these duties. Sec. 93
of the German Stock Corporation Act contains, inter alia, the rule that the members of the management
board are liable for damages that the company suffers as a result of their breach of duty. The general
purpose of this rule is to protect the company’s funds. What a breach of duty is and in which cases such
a breach leads to the liability of a board member, however, are questions that are difficult to answer.

Readings:
— Jungmann, Responsibility and Liability of Board Members




Dr. Maximilian Schiessl,
LL.M. (Harvard)

Maximilian Schiessl has been a partner at Hengeler Mueller, Diisseldorf since 1991 and is one of the
leading German transaction lawyers. He studied law at the University of Munich (Dr. iur.) and Harvard
Law School (LL.M.). He was admitted to the German Bar in 1986. Max was Chairman of the Committee
'Corporate and M & A' of the International Bar Association (1998 — 2002) and of the Capital Markets
Forum (2002 — 2004). His practice areas include Mergers & Acquisitions, Private Equity and Corporate.
Public M&A deals include Daimler/Chrysler, Linde/Praxair, Deutsche Telekom/Voicestream,
Vodafone/Kabel Deutschland and Bayer/Schering. Max teaches in the field of corporate and securities
law at Heinrich Heine University’s Faculty of Law.

Wednesday (August 23, 2017), 17:30

Case Study on Takeovers

Readings:
— Directive 2004/25/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April 2004 on takeover
bids (Text with EEA relevance), OJ L 142, 30.04.2004 (Takeover Directive).

Following the lecture:
Reception hosted by Hengeler Mueller

Directions:

Hengeler Mueller Partnerschaft von Rechtsanwalten mbB
Benrather Strasse 18-20

40213 Dusseldorf




Prof. Dr. Guy Seidman

Guy Seidman has been on faculty at the Radzyner School of Law since 1999. A graduate of Tel-Aviv
University (LL.B., 1989; LL.M. 1995) and Northwestern University of Chicago, lllinois (LL.M., 1997, S.J.D.
1999) Prof. Seidman has visited and taught at various institutions in Israel, Europe and the United States
including the University of Chicago, Northwestern University, Boston University and the Max Planck
Institute at Heidelberg. Prof. Seidman is primarily interested in Administrative law and Comparative law
and the cross between the two. A former officer of the Israeli Judge Advocate General's Corps., Prof.
Seidman’s other teaching and research interests include military law as well as medical law. Prof.
Seidman has written extensively in his fields of research. Notable recent publications include: "Who Are
You, The Israeli Administrative Law? — in View of Daphne Barak-Erez's Book Adminstrative Law" 51
Hapraklit (Israel Bar Association LJ, Hebrew, May 2012) 693-756; The Origins of the Necessary and
Proper Clause (co-authored with Prof. Gary Lawson, Boston U.; Geoffrey Miller, NYU; Robert Natelson,
U. of Montana) (Cambridge University Press, 2010) and “Is A Flat-Line a Good Thing? On the Privatization
of Israel’s Healthcare System” 36 Am. J. L & Med. 452-481 (2010).

Thursday (August 24, 2017), 13:00 and 15:00

(1) An Introduction to Public Procurement

(2) Comparative Public Procurement




David Eckner,
LL.M. (King’s College London)

David Eckner is Assistant Manager of KPMG Financial Services and Senior Lecturer in Securities and
Banking Law as well as Financial Regulation at the Heinrich-Heine-University of Dusseldorf (Germany),
the Institute for Financial Services of the University of Liechtenstein (Principality of Liechtenstein) and
Tilburg Law School (The Netherlands). He worked as Research Associate for HSBC INKA (Germany) and
supported the Banking & Finance Department of Jones Day. David focuses on compliance and regulatory
matters, fund structuring, corporate governance and risk management, securitization, investor
protection and general European as well as US and UK financial market regulation. Prior to the
commencement of his PhD research on corporate governance of fund management companies, David
studied law at the Ruhr-University of Bochum, the Heinrich-Heine-University of Duisseldorf, The Dickson
Poon School of Law at King’s College London and Sotheby’s Institute of Art with a special emphasis on
financial regulation. David regularly publishes and presents on investment law and regulation as well as
on fine art.

Friday (August 25, 2017), 10:00 and 13:00

(1) Art, Finance and Law

Fine art as an asset class becomes more and more attractive to HNWIs and other investors, while
investments (mostly) operate in a regulatory vacuum. Besides other luxury commodities, fine art
remains the premier account for a sophisticated portfolio diversification. Why fine art may be deemed
as “assets on the wall” and how this niche market functions will be subject of this lecture.

(2) Financial Regulation in the EU and Beyond — A Gordian Knot?

Recent political developments lead to a new understanding of the European Union, liquidity functions
and the allocation of financial centers. In light of Brexit and other market phenomena, the financial
landscape gets a new shape — from head to toe. The lecture reflects bits and pieces of a changing
European landscape as well as the influences and reactions from abroad.




Prof. Dr. Dirk Zetzsche,
LL.M. (Toronto)

Prof. Dr. Zetzsche, LL.M. (Toronto) is Professor at the University of Luxembourg where he holds the
ADA Chair in Financial Law (inclusive finance) since March 2016. At the same time, Professor Zetzsche
functions as one of the Directors of the Center for Business & Corporate Law at Heinrich Heine
University Disseldorf. Prof. Zetzsche obtained a postdoctoral degree (Dr. iur. habil) for a thesis on
collective investment schemes from Heinrich Heine University as well as an LL.M. from the University
of Toronto for a thesis on comparative corporate governance and securities law and earned his
doctoral degree from Heinrich Heine University in 2004 for his thesis on shareholder information in
public corporations.

Prior to his call to Luxembourg he held the Propter Homines Chair for Banking and Securities Law at
the University of Liechtenstein (2011-2016), headed Dusseldorf Law School, the Graduate Unit of
Heinrich Heine University’s Faculty of Law, and lead as executive manager the Center for Business &
Corporate Law (CBC) at Heinrich Heine University, Dusseldorf. His regular teaching commitments
include private, corporate and securities as well as financial law lectures at Heinrich Heine University,
Tilburg University (NL) and EBS University of Wiesbaden (DE). Prior to his academic career Prof. Dr.
Zetzsche worked as executive of a provider of proxy voting services, investor relations consultant and
legal apprentice in two high profile law firms. Prof. Zetzsche has advised the European Commission,
the European Parliament, the European Securities & Market Authority, the German Secretary of
Justice, the German Secretary of Finance, as well as the Government of Liechtenstein on shareholder
rights, corporate governance, securities, investment and banking law topics.

Prof. Zetzsche is the author of more than 150 publications, including “The Alternative Investment Fund
Directive” (AIFMD), 2" ed. 2015, “Prinzipien der kollektiven Vermégensanlage” (transl. Principles of
Collective Investment), 2015, and with Professor Matthias Lehmann, “Grenziiberschreitende
Finanzdienstleistungen” (transl. Crossborder Financial Services), forthcoming 2017. His current
research focuses on FinTech and inclusive finance topics, in particular the law and regulation of
distributed ledgers, smart regulation / regulatory sandboxes, crowdfunding, BigData, digital inclusive
finance and digital identity. Some of Prof. Zetzsche’s work in English is available at SSRN
(http://ssrn.com/author=357808).

Friday (August 25, 2017), 15:00

FinTech and the Regulation of Innovation

Readings:
— From FinTech to TechFin: The Regulatory Challenges of Data-Driven Finance

(https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2959925)
— Cross-Border Crowdfunding — Towards a Single Crowdfunding Market for Europe
(https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2991610)




Dusseldorf

Historically the river Rhine has been Disseldorf’s natural link across borders to other cities and
countries. It has provided a continuous flow of trade and a constant exchange of ideas and has thus
been the source of the friendliness that has become a distinguishing mark of the Rhinelander. [...]
Geographically and economically, the city lies at the heart of Western Europe. It is therefore not
surprising that the state capital with almost 600,000 inhabitants has been able to build such strong
international connections. Disseldorf has established itself as a major economic partner in the European
Community and as an important scientific and cultural hub in Germany’s most populous federal state:
North Rhine-Westphalia.

Dusseldorf, an internationally-noted banking centre and home of continental Europe’s largest
Japanese expatriate community, has an outstanding creative climate, to which numerous industrial
designers, commercial artists, product developers and advertising agencies contribute. The new and
growing Harbour Media Centre provides a setting for several top-flight communications companies and
photography studios. Dubbed the Paris of Germany, Disseldorf boasts a fashion industry which
contributes to the charm and “joie de vivre” of the city. In summers its famous and elegant boulevard
known as the Ko (Konigsallee) turns into a vast café — a place to see and be seen. Tree-lined promenades,
interspersed with beer gardens, offer inviting places to stroll and watch the boats on the Rhine or look
at the eye-catching Art Nouveau facades on the opposite bank of the river.

Meadows and parks provide extensive grounds for those keen on sports, and a setting for the
annual Kirmes (outdoor fair) on the Rhine. The Old Town isa popular entertainment area and one of
Disseldorf’'s most extensive pedestrian districts. It abounds with narrow alleys, restaurants, cafes and
pubs as well as old-fashioned comfort and hospitality. This historic core of the city survived World War
Il intact and is still carefully preserved today.

Under Jan Wellem of the Palatinate, who reigned from 1679 to 1716, the town began to thrive,
and the foundation was laid for the rich and multifaceted cultural life which can be found today. The
Deutsche Oper am Rhein offers classical and modern repertoire and remarkable ballet performances.
The theatre scene is varied, with an internationally renowned playhouse as its focal point, plus a political
cabaret, numerous studio theatres and the puppet theatre. The concert hall or Tonhalle stands out for
its artistic design as well as its diverse music programme. All aspects of modern art are very well
represented at the State Art Collection Kunstsammlung. Disseldorf’s Academy of Fine Arts is one of the
leading art schools in Germany. With numerous internationally known galleries Disseldorf is one of the
European art centres. [...] Apart from the Heinrich Heine University and the Academy of Fine Arts,
Disseldorf is the home of a number of research institutes and educational facilities; among them the
Robert Schumann Conservatory, the University of Applied Sciences (Fachhochschule) and the Academy
of Business and Administration.
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Disseldorf

Even though the French emperor Napoleon | had planned to found a university in Dusseldorf in
1811, with the Rhine area being thought of as an intellectual buffer zone between France and Prussia,
Dusseldorf had to wait another century for its university. In 1907 the Dusseldorf Academy for Applied
Medicine was founded and opened together with the newly built Municipal Hospital, which was the
most modern clinical complex in the German Empire at that time. Since the Academy was not chartered
as a university, it was only allowed to instruct medical trainees. The academy itself, supported by the
local population, launched several initiatives to change the status of the institution. In 1923 they finally
succeeded when a university charter permitting the right to lecture students was given to the Medical
Academy of Dusseldorf. The study of dental medicine was subsequently incorporated, and by 1935
doctoral degrees could be awarded in Dusseldorf. After World War I, the federal state of North Rhine-
Westphalia and the city of Disseldorf signed a contract which stated that the federal state would take
over the Medical Academy, while the hospitals remained municipally owned. In November 1965 the
Medical Academy became the University of Dusseldorf and in January 1966 it became a university with
a Medical Faculty and a combined Faculty of Arts and Natural Sciences.

In December 1988 the University Senate decided to change the institution’s name to Heinrich
Heine University Dusseldorf, in commemoration of one of the city’s most renowned sons, Heinrich
Heine, whose critical and inquisitive poetic mind reached out across national borders and fought against
small-mindedness. Today the university forms the backbone of Diisseldorf’s academic reputation. Faced
with nationwide cuts in university spending, the university has continued to thrive. Despite its recent
founding, it has gained a reputation usually associated with universities rich in age and tradition. The
university’s continuous development has made it home to a distinguished range of subjects, including
medical science, natural sciences, economics, law and the humanities. The degree requirements allow
for numerous combinations of subjects. Study programs can be tailored to fit individual needs. Some
subjects, such as Literary Translation, Yiddish Culture, Language and Literature and Media Science are
unique features of the curriculum. Social Sciences and Linguistics rank prominently in comparisons.
Further specialties in the Faculty of Arts include Modern Japan Studies and German as a Foreign
Language, which address the needs of the international business community.

The present Law Faculty is one of the youngest in Germany. It is housed in two modern, spacious
buildings that were constructed, respectively in 1996 and 2005, and which are specially equipped for
legal studies. The buildings offer an excellent working environment to the approximately 1,500 people
from Germany and beyond who study at the Faculty of Law. The comparatively low number of
approximately 200 students who begin legal studies each year allows for outstanding conditions for
study, characterized by close personal contact between students and faculty members, and
distinguishing academic teaching in Dusseldorf from other faculties in Germany.
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